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Dear Friends,

The legislative session adjourned on March 8. For the first 
time in many years, the Legislature adjourned on time, 
without any special sessions. It was one of the busiest, 
and most intense, 60-day sessions in recent memory.

This session had a different tone than others in the past. 
For the first time since 2012, Democrats control all the 
bases of power in the Legislature. With a partisan mind-
set, ambitious spending plans trumped fiscal discipline, 
and the Legislature resumed practices that have proven to 
cause serious financial problems in our recent economic 
recessions.

Our state saw unprecedented economic revenue growth 
this year, but not near as much growth as our final 
supplemental operating budget which increased spend-
ing by 16 percent. Not only does this supplemental bud-
get increase spending at alarming rates, it also robs our 
state’s “rainy day fund” of $700 million. This will leave 
us vulnerable to a downturn economists are predicting is 
inevitable.

Budgets aren’t just about numbers. They reflect the values 
we believe should be upheld in financing our obligations 
responsibly.

Finally, we are happy to be back in the beautiful 8th 
District. Working in our community to help solve prob-
lems is our favorite part of being your representatives in 
Olympia. Please contact us with your questions, concerns 
and comments on issues important to you. If you would 
like us to visit your community group, school or business, 
please contact us to make arrangements.

Sincerely,

Larry Haler Brad Klippert 
State Representative State Representative



Final thoughts
I would like to take this brief opportu-
nity to thank my seatmate, Rep. Larry 
Haler, for his leadership, mentorship, 
and friendship during his time in 
the Legislature. Thank you for your 
service and dedication to the great 
people of the 8th District.

Legislative score card
No meaningful 
property tax 
relief – espe-
cially when it 
is needed most

Many of you have 
noticed a spike 
in your property 
taxes this year due 
to the McCleary 
solution passed by 
the Legislature last 
year. The solution 
increases state 
property tax rates, 
while decreasing 
the total amount 
school districts col-

lect in local school levies. This is known 
as a levy swap. This has taxpayers seeing 
a one-time spike in their property taxes in 
2018.
Republicans in both the House and Senate 
introduced bills during the 2018 session 
that would have provided significant and 
immediate property tax relief. We worked 
hard to put money back in your pockets 
now. These bills did not advance. Rather, 
a very minimal solution was brought 
forward by the majority party that pro-
vides a one-time property tax reduction 
of $0.30/$1,000 of assessed home value 
in 2019. An example would be a home-
owner receiving approximately $90 on a 
$300,000 house. This isn’t good enough, 
plus you won’t see this small relief until 
next year.
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My vote on the supplemental 
operating budget 
The main objective this session was to pass a 
supplemental operating budget. Though a budget 
was passed, and I have deep respect for those who 
supported it, I was unable to vote for it.
Budgeting is often difficult, and in the legislative 
environment, it is important the overall budget 
involve bipartisan input. Unfortunately for this 
budget, House Republicans were not at the table to 
provide viable input during the process. We were 
asked to “agree with it” after it had already been written. This isn’t how 
you effectively represent the people and their money. This budget also takes 
substantial money out of the state’s rainy day fund for additional spending. 
The state is experiencing major economic growth. There is no reason to raid 
the rainy day fund, especially in a supplemental budget year. This isn’t how 
we keep the state on solid financial footing to protect against the effects of 
another recession.

School safety
This has been a difficult year in schools around 
our country. Parents, teachers and children are 
demanding change to keep our students safe in 
one of the places they shouldn’t feel threatened 
– at school. As a school resource officer, and 
lawmaker, I know firsthand how important it 
is to protect our children from potential threats 
and harm. This year, the Legislature had the 
opportunity to be a leader in passing policy to 
protect our schools.

First and foremost, we need to address several things. The root of the 
matter is deeper than gun control. We need to address mental illness, 
depression, suicide, bullying, family values, technology, and responding to 
threats. I work with students in our schools who face these issues.
During the 2018 session, House Republicans introduced an amendment 
to the supplemental operating budget that would have provided fund-
ing to school districts for more school resource officers. This would have 
been a wise investment in the safety of our students, teachers, and 
schools. The majority party rejected this amendment. 
Another stride in the right direction came with House Bill 2442, which 
would have created the Students Protecting Students Program. It would 
have allowed students to use a mobile app to provide a secure and anon-
ymous method of reporting activities that could be unsafe or dangerous 
when they don’t have the ability to verbally express the threat. This bill 
was rejected.
I wholeheartedly believe our students and children deserve more!
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Helping Hanford workers receive compen-
sation for work-related illness and disease 

The Legislature approved 
Rep. Haler’s bill (House 
Bill 1723) to expand 
workers' compensation 
protections to Hanford 
workers exposed to toxic 
chemicals while on the 
job. Exposure to heavy 
metal and radiation has 
led to health complica-

tions for many workers, while the health care costs have devastated families. 
In a press release about his bill, Haler said:
“It’s important that we take care of workers who have suffered due to being 
exposed to harmful chemicals and processes at Hanford. Despite all the 
safety precautions taken, families and individuals have been devastated by 
illness and disease. They need help. This bill will make that easier.”
Currently, Hanford workers compensation claims are rejected at a rate 52 
percent higher than the state average, even though Hanford is one of the 
most dangerous and toxic worksites in the country.

A final goodbye
After serving in Olympia for 14 years, and nearly 15 years on the 
Richland City Council, including a stint as mayor from 1996 to 2000, it is 
time for me to step aside for the next generation of public servants.
My philosophy has always been to emphasize that this is a citizen 
Legislature. I’ve tried to make myself available to those I represent and 
have, over the years, sponsored legislation that has come directly from 
constituents or the community around me. I always tried to favor the 
average citizen over the media’s perception, the desire of other elected 
officials, or the wants of special interests. I want you to know that it was 
your voices that I listened to all these years. You are the reason I wanted 
to serve in the state Legislature in the first place.
People ask me what it was like to spend the last 14 years in the state 
House of Representatives. My response is this:
It’s not as glamorous as you might think; it’s a lot more work than you 

think; you’re not as powerful as you might think; 
but you can have more influence than you might 
think. And, all of the frustrations, hard work, time 
away from family, successes and failures are worth 
every second. It truly was the honor of a lifetime.
Thank you for the honor and privilege of serving 
you in Olympia all these years. Please stay in touch. 
Sincerely,
Larry Haler

No major tax 
increases!
As we mentioned before, the state 
economy is doing well and tax collec-
tions are at a record high. Despite this, 
some in Olympia still want more of 
your hard-earned money. We fought 
back against a state income tax, a 
soda tax, and a carbon tax, which 
would increase the cost of gas and 
energy for every person and house-
hold in this state.

Hirst solution passes 
Legislature
One of the largest bipartisan efforts 
this session was the passage of a 
permanent Hirst fix. As you recall, a 
2016 state Supreme Court ruling pre-
vented many rural landowners from 
accessing water on their own property. 
This caused great concern and uncer-
tainty for families, communities and 
local governments around the state. 
Senate Bill 6091 was approved by 
the Legislature during the first weeks 
of session, providing permanent, legal 
water and a predictable solution for 
rural landowners.
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KEEPING IN TOUCH  
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

This is the final newsletter we can send out for 2018 since it is an election year. We also cannot 
send out email updates. Fortunately, we are allowed to respond to constituents who contact us. If 
you ever have feedback or questions, please contact us using the information on the front of this 
letter. 
It’s an honor to serve you!


